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state, BB, SID, Opponents _________ ______________________________
GRIZZLIES OPEN 1980-81 BIG SKY CONFERENCE 








The Montana Grizzlies open their Big Sky Conference season 
this Friday and Saturday, Jan. 9-10, hosting Nevada-Reno 
and Northern Arizona Universities.
Game time in 9,329-seat Dahl berg Arena is 8 p.m.
The Montana junior varsity team will put its 2-0 mark on 
the line Friday, Jan. 9, hosting Idaho Junior College. 
Preliminary games start at 5:45 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 10, 
the Grizzly women's team will host Alaska-Anchorage, also 
at 5:45 p.m.
Reno and Montana have only met twice before, the Wolf Pack 
joining the conference last season. UM and NAU have met 
21 times, the Grizzlies winning 15 times. The Lumberjacks 
have never won in Missoula. UM is the only conference 
team that NAU has not defeated on the road.
Montana lost to both teams on the road last year, losing
65- 53 in Flagstaff and 59-53 in Reno. The Grizzlies got 
a crucial free throw from Tim Knight in the closing 
seconds at home vs. Reno for a 56-55 win; and beat NAU
66- 56. Craig Zanon led UM in scoring both nights with 
17 points in each game.
Mike Montgomery of the Grizzlies is in his third season 
and is 38-29 overall. Reno's first-year coach Sonny 
Allen has a 15-year career record of 242-170. NAU'a 
Joedy Gardner is 86-79 in six seasons.
(over
*
GRIZZLIES OPEN— add one
LAST WEEK: The Montana Grizzlies defeated Eastern Montana
58-44 in the opening round of the KOA Classic 
in Billings (Dec. 29-30), and then lost 65-63 
to Cal-Irvine in overtime in the title game.
The Grizzlies have won five of their last seven 
games.
At the KOA tournament, senior guard Craig Zanon led 
UM in scoring both nights, with 20 in each game. He 
was named the tourney's Most Inspirational Player 
and also selected to the all-tourney team. Freshman 




G-Jim "BB" Fontenet (14.5, 
G-Mike Legarza (8.5, 1.3) 
C-Greg Palm (16.9, 11.1) 
F-Robert Martin (12.5, 9.5) 
F-Eddie Johnson (11.5,7.7) 
6-Rovan Turner (4.2, 2.1) 
6-Dino Belluomini (3.2, 3.4)
ARIZONA
8) G-Dinkey Jones (17.9, 3.5)
G-JP Gardner (11.7, 3.2) 
C-Dan Busch (5.0, 3.3)
F-Ted Hettinga (10.0, 7.0) 
F-Wi11ie Young (9.9, 5.0) 
6-Ray Murdock (9.3,2.5) 
6-Rick Rodriguez (5.0, 3.8)
GRIZZLY STARTERS: Probable starters for Montana are Marc Glass and
Craig Zanon at guards; Craig Larsen at center and 
Rod Brandon and Derrick Pope at forwards. (Please 
see enclosed statistics for scoring and rebounding 
averages.)
(more)
GRIZZLIES OPEN — add two
OPPONENTS' SCORES: UHR REN0(6-6) OPP NAU N. ARIZONA (6-5) OPP
73 KANSAS 91 84 DOANE 72
96 MANKATO ST. 78 69 AZUSA-PACIFIC 53
89 HUMBOLDT ST. 76 87 US INTL. 75
75 @Pacific 77 79 PEPPERDINE 85
71 @Iowa 112 77 COL. MINES 79
72 OSanta Clara 71 76 SAN DIEGO ST. 68
79 ARK. ST. 61 83 S. UTAH ST. 77
59 PORTLAND(OT) 68 51 @San Jose St. 64
59 @Cal-Berk. 78 52 @UC San Diego 75
71 HOUSTON 86 50 @UC Santa Barbara 59
87 ORE.TECH 68 74 ST. MARY'S (Cal.) 75
66 SAN JOSE ST. 54 ^Montana St. *
OMontana* ^Montana *
OMontana St.*
(CAPS INDICATE HOME GAMES/See enclosed for Montana scores)
*BIG SKY CONFERENCE GAME
TAYLOR REPORT: Grizzly guard Blaine Taylor, a 6-1^ senior from
Missoula, has been practicing with the team since 
last week, and will be ready for limited playing 
time this weekend. He suffered a knee injury Dec. 15, 
1980, in a home game against Eastern Washington.
BIG SKY RANKINGS: Senior tri-captian Zanon ranks first in the conference
in free throw percentage (.884) and second in field 
goal percentage (.627). He is seventh in scoring, 
with a 16.6 points a game average.
As for this weekend's opponents, NAU's Elliot "Dinky" 
Jones (6-3,Jr.) leads the Big Sky in scoring, averaging 
17.9; while Reno's Greg Palm (6-9, Jr.) is 4th at 
16.9, and teammate James Fontenet is 12th at 14.5.
(over)
GRIZZLY OPENS— add three
ZANON NOW 16TH:
Reno is loaded in the rebounding department. Palm 
leads the Big Sky with an 11.1 average, followed by 
the Packs' Robert Martin (third, 9.5) and Eddie 
Johnson (6-6, Sr.)who is fifth at 7.7
Fontenet (6-2',Jr.) leads the conference in assists 
with a 7.8 average. NAU's Jones and JP Gardner are 
fourth and fifth, with 5.3 and 5.2 per game.
UM's Taylor is fifth (4.5)
Palm leads in blocks with 1.7 a game. Montana's 
Craig Larsen is eighth at .8 a game.
Zanon now ranks 16th on the all-time scoring list with 
795 career points. He needs just two points to pass 
Eric Hays, to move to 14th. He has scored 199 points 
thus far this year.
MONTGOMERY SAYS: "I think Reno is a top four team. They are definitely 
a contender. They are very quick. Their center(Palm) 
leads the league in rebounding and is a good scorer. 
NAU has a winning record, and is a good team. This 
is a must weekend for us."
###
